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Review: A Civil Action (The Negotiation)
After the jury had provided a verdict in the first phase of the trial, Schlictmann together with his partners came together to converse about what they needed to settle the case for. In other words, for close to three days, Schlichtmann together with his team took stock of their condition. This is because they were aware that, the jury is at odds, and that, their projection for the second phase of the trial are gloomy. While some of the team members were advising Schlichtmann to regard the verdict a victory, he could not be able to see it as a victory. During their discussion, there were two major options presented to Schlichtmann (Harr, 1996). The first option was that, he could go ahead with the second phase, the medical phase, however three leukaemia deaths will be out since happened prior to the year Skinner insisted should be applied for the trial. Additionally, the jury also seemed divided as well as their financial condition was seen to be severe. The second option presented to Schlichtmann was that he could decide to negotiate with Grace but get ready for a trial uninterruptedly. He therefore concluded that Keating as well as Cheeseman were probably interested in settling the case. 
Notably, Grace had settled numerous similar suits in various occasions and did not want such information of the dead as well as the dying children to be heard by the jury. Joined together with their devastating financial condition, Schlichtmann thought the only alternative was to try to settle (Harr, 1996). Schlichtmann then contacted Keating to organize a meeting but wants Grace Executives in attendance in the negotiations. They then met the executive from W.R. Grace and demanded an amount totalling to $35 million. The executive stated that the amount presented was too high however it was a productive proposal. They again had meeting in New York the subsequent week where the executive provided them with $6.6 million. Schlictmann’s team insisted that he take the sum of money offered by the executives, or at least request the families, however Schlictmann denied. After a period of one week, the executives met with the Schlictmann. During this meeting, Schlictmann presented a $16 million demand. The executive took a number of days to discuss with the board of directors, however an offer was not returned. Schlictmann’s firm was in huge debt and almost being considered bankrupt.
At the start of the phase 2 of the trial, Grace Defense team presented motions to discharge some of the complainants whose children had become sick prior to 1973. On the day of the anticipated ruling, Schlictmann requested the jury to wait to present them an opportunity to settle the case. The jury then accepted after which Grace returned with an $8 million offer which was then accepted by Schlictmann’s firm. Once the jury had accepted the settlement request, Schlichtmann then met with the families to determine how they could divide the money. The money was then divided between the families after $2.6 million was paid for the trial expenses, and $2.2 million was given to Schlichtmann firm as part of the legal charge. Every family was given just under $500,000 (Harr, 1996). The families were to be given $375,000 each in cash and a total of $80,000 five years later. This makes the total amount to be received by the families to be $2.6 million. However, after the trial had been completed, an EPA report indicating that both Beatrice Foods and W.R. Grace had polluted the wells came out. In making preparations for an appeal, Schlictmann and the team found a document that had not been previously presented in the trail. The document indicated major testing done W.R. Grace at the site that showed evidence bolstering the complainant’s case. Schlictmann then sought for a fresh trial in regards to the withheld document, nevertheless was the motion as denied by Skinner. 
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